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ROM. (iv. 6. 


Por ven as David alſo de ſeribeth the 
Bl efſedneſs of the Man unto whom 
"the Lord impi uteth Ni COW 
without LL orks. 


N my atinual Diſcourſe, at 
2 this Time, two Vears ſince, 

Sd I endeavoured to ſtate, ex- 
8 So plain, and improve the im- 
GY portant Doctrines of the Im- 
putation of Sin to Chriſt, and 
the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to his 
People. My Intention in the Choice of 
theſe Words, for the Subject of the preſent 
Diſcourſe, is to defend the precious Truth 
of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
or active Obedience; and to prove the 
Bleſſedneſs of thoſe, unto whom it is im- 
puted, or their Title to F elicity, in Conſe- 
quenee thereof. 

In my former Diſcourſe, I ſhewed what 


ana is, and the Nature of Impu- 
B tation; ; 


7 
Ven 


2 . Chri As acrive Obedience wo 


tation; and, therefore, it is not nocelliry 
to enlarge on either, in this Diſcouſe. 

The Place to which the Apoſtle. in the 
Text refers is Pſal. xXxii. I, 2. Bleſſed is 
he whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin 
zs covered. Hleſſed is the Man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not Iniquity, and in whoſe 
Spirit there is no Guile. Tt is proper to ex- 
plain the Phraſe, o/thout Works: Or, in 
what Senſe, that Righteouſneſs, which ts 
imputed, is without Works, To' fay, as 
| ſome do, that it is without perfect Works; 
bat it conſiſts of good Works, which are 
done by us, cannot be the Import of the 
Phraſe. For, it cannot with any Propriety 
and Truth be faid, that, our Kighteouſneſs, 
or holy Obedience, is without Works, be- 
cauſe it conſiſts of Acts performed by us, 
which are holy, though not perfectly ſo. 
And to affirm, as ſome others do, that 
Works wrought before Regeneration, are 
intended; but not thoſe good Works, which 
Believers perform, are to he excluded, is 
liable to the ſame Objection as the former 
Senſe is. For, it cannot with Truth te 
ſaid, that the holy Obedience of the Saints, 
1s 207thout Yorks, becauſe it conſiſts of thoſe 
good Works, vnto which they are created 
95 God in Chrift Jeſus. Nor can the Mean- 

ing be, Though Works are not yet preſent ; 3 
but Mind "free from Guile... i. e. Sincere in 
* Study. or Daß. ire of mo, as Grotius will 


have oo 


] 


abet 70 his People, Sec. Y - 


have it * For, though a Courſe of future 
Obedience is not included therein, yet, it 
. implies Love to Gad, Truſt in him, an 
Abhorrence of Sin, and a Deſire to pbey 
and honour the Lord, which are holy in 
ternal Acts, and are properly 92 Fon ; 
Ä Works. This, therefore, is not a. 
Righteouſneſs 0ithout Works, becauſe it 
conſiſts of internal Acts, which are good 
and holy, though not incluſive of a Courſe 
of Obedience, in our future Conduch, Con- 
ſequently, this Senſe is not to be admitted 
any more than either of the former. 
Wherefore, we muſt conclude, that the 
true Meaning of the Phraſe, without 
Works, is this, Without any Works of ours, 
either, before, or after Regeneration.” That 
the Righteouſneſs of another, and not our 
own is imputed to us for our Juſtification. 
The Phraſe is not capable of any other Con- 
ſtruction. The Righteouſneſs which is im- 
puted, is Chriſt's. Two Things in gene- 
ral, are expreſſed in the Text. 


I. God imputeth Rightbouſneſs without 
Works, to ſome. - 
II. They are bleſſed: Or have a Right | 


to Happinek, on that Ground. 


* Etiamſi Opera nondum adſint, quia in il Pfalmi 
Loco nulla fit Mentio Operum, ſed Animi Dolo ca- 
rentis, id eſt, linceri i in Studio Pictatis. In Loc. 


3 Before. 


4 Gift $ ine Obedience. 


Before J enter upon the Demonſtration . 
the two grand Points, contained, in my Text, 
I would advance, ſome Propoſitions, relating 
to both, which I apprehend, will very much 
conduce unto à right . Underſtanding of 
them, and enable us to refute ſome Ob- 
jections, which are raiſed againſt, them, 
Some deny the Imputation of the active Obe 
dience, of Obril. Who allow the Truth of 
Satisfaction for Sin by his Death. Others, 
though 1 hope not many, who grank, the 
Truth of the Imputation of his Ri hteouſ- 
neſs, . yet, 1 7 deny the reel and Proper 


Merit of 
The N which 1. would ad- 


vance, are the following. | 

PR OP. xi, Cores. Sefferings,. end bis 
Obedi ence are not the ſame ; but diſtinct. 

PROF; 2. Suffering the penal Santion ef 
the Law 1s nor Righteouſneſs. - 

Prop. 3. Righteouſneſs is 4 Confurmity 
to. the Lato, in the Diſpoſition of the Mind, 
and Acis internal and external, 051 ch agree 
therewith. | 

PR OP. 4. Pardon of. Sin ages not conſti- 
tule a Delinquent juſt. | 

PRO. 5. The. infinite 9 of the - 
Perſe ſon of Chijt- puts an immenſe Value, on his 
Obedience, as it does, on his Death. If he 
did not merit by his Obedience, he did not me- 
ris by his Death. I ſhall afterwards, fome- 


what enlarge on this Point. 
75 Theſe 


Impuged to his Fegple, &. 
Tbeſe Propoſitions. fem. to. mg, , 
and. indiſputable. N OW; Hl will enc ; 
to A W e important Truths 
expreſſe ed in my XI. 1 15+ Ot gat 

1, ig Mae ae ln 
Wark 85 


to e DOA 4; eee 

ABG. 1. The Go Pros: 2. Rights» 
oufneſß 5 ar: the - Juſtification of - Sinners. 
For prints 7s, revealed, t 6. . Right gel of 
God, from Faith to Faith *,... But. FR the; 
Righteouſneſs of God without the Lau is mar 
nifgled, heing witneſſed by _ the Law. and: the 
Prophets h. That this Ri hteouſgefs is | 
the N Jultilcation of Sinners: it is moſt clear, 
2 the CR Now. 75 75 rn ah 

h r the Lau ſa it ſaith tei them, 
| ne the Lau: ale every Mouth may. 
be flepped, and all the Morid may become guilty 
before God. Ti berefore, by the Deeds of the- 
Lau there fall no » Eleſpr 1 be. juſtifiedcan bis 
Sight © Fur by the Law, is the AST ce of 
Sade. at which cannot poſſibly he by 
the Deeds of the Law, certainly is effected, 
by that Ri teouſneſs of God, without the 
Law, which is manifeſted; being witneſied, 
by the Law and We: Prophets. And, that i is 


the 
ö * Rom, i i. 17. 40 Mi. 21. 1 19, 20. 


* 


6 Gt * We Obeltibies” 


the Juſtification" of Sinners. if as the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, and his Obedience, 
are not the ſame; but diſtinct. Accord- 
ing to Propoſition the Firſt. And as his 
Suffering the penal Sanckion of the Law, was 
not Rightepuſneb, as the ſecond Propo- 
ſition” expreſſes. h This Ri ghteouſneſs can= 
not be underſtood of His Kalt Nes it muſt 
intend His Colfor ity to the I Law, in his 
Diſpoſition and Conduct: Or bis active 
Obe ience, according to the third Propoſi- 

_ tior And therefore, his actiye Opediknee 
is is ed to His People, in order to their 
Jaſtification, in tlie 95 ght of God. 1 will 
venture to affirm, ite this Argument can- 
not be everted, without proving that Chriſt's 
Sufferi ering the penal Sauction of the Law, 
is his Righteouſneſs : Or that his Righteouſ- 
neſs, is not revealed in the Goſpel, in order 

to tlie Juſtification of Sinners. 

"ARG. 2. Redemption and Righteouſ.” 
eſe” are not the ſame, but diſtinct Benefits. 
The latter is not included in the former, 
nor the former in the latter. e ee 
is the Remiſſion of our Sins. In whom we 
have Redemption, through his Blood the For- 
givenieſs of Sins. "Chriſt" 8 ſuffering the penal 
Sanction of the Law, which is the procur- 
ing Cauſe of Pardon, was not Righteouſ- 
neſs. Nor, is a Diſcharge from Guilt, 
which is the Effect of Chriſt's Death, as a 
meritorious Cauſe, Righteouſneſs. Now, 


imputed to his People, &c. 
as neither the Cauſe of Pardon, nor Pardon 
itſelf is Righteouſneſs; that muſt be a Bene- 
fit diſtin from Redemption, and not includ- 
ed therein. It would be as agreeable to 
Truth, to ſay, that Chriſt's Obedience to 
the Law's Precepts, was ſuffering its penal 
Sanction, as it would be, to affirm, * that his 
enduring the Penalty of the Law, was that 
Obedience, which it required ; which I ſup- 
2 no one will maintain. And therefore, 

edemption and Ri ghteouſneſs are Benefits 
properly diſtinct, though inſeparably con- 
nected. And, the Apoſtle moſt clearly 
repreſents them, as ſuch, in his Enumera- 
tion of thoſe. Bleflings, which Chriſt is of 
God made to us. But of bim are ye in Chriſt 
Teſus, who of God is made unto us, M, ſdom, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Sandtification and Re- 
demption*. Conſequently, they ought not, 
to be blended, or confounded together ; but 
conſidered, as I hings really diſtinct; which 
it is moſt evident they are in their own Na- 
ture. For, as Obedience includes not ſuf- 
fering Penalty: So ſuffering. Puniſhment 1 
includes not Righteonſneſs. DX: 

Arg. 3. Chriſt is made Righteouſueſ 
unto 1s. From what hath been argued above, 
it is apparent, that in his being made Re- 
demption, he is not made Righteouſneſs, 
For, as the former is not incluſive of the 


latter. Chriſt ; in 1 being made the former, he 


7 


My 
— 


8 1 Cas, 20, 


8 Ori iff's ide Obedience 


$ not made the latter: He is made the latter 
unto us, as well as the former. And theres 
Tote, his ative Obedience, and not his 
Death, is that which is of God- imputed to 
us, as our juſtifying Righteoufneſs. If his 
fulfering thi penal Sanction of the Law, | 
was not Righteouſneſs, it cannot with any 
Propriety be faid, he is made Righteouſneſs 
to ts by p placing his Sufferings and Death 
to our Acc Aide” But his Conformity, or 

Obedience to the Law, was his Righteouf- 
les, and not his ſuffering Death; and there. 
Forte; he is not made Ri vhtecaſheſs- to us, 
by teckoning bis Death. or what he ſufs 
fered, unto us; but by imputing that tous, 
which was his Righteoufneſs, vis. His 
Obedience to the preceptive Part of the Law. 
As an innocent Perſon cannot be made Sin, 
any otherwiſe than by the Sin of others be- 
ing charged to him: So, ſuch who are 
gullty, can no otherwiſe be made righteous, 
through, or by another than by the Impus 
tation of his Richteoumeſs to them: NO 
Non. imputation of Sin is a negative Act, the 
Imputation of Righteouſnefs is a poſitive one. 


And the Act ne ative, does not include the 


Act poſitive. Whence it follows, according 
to Propoſition the Fourth, that the Pardon; 
or. No on-imputation of Sin, does not conſti- 
tute us Juſt, For, that negative Act re- 
ſpects Sin only, and not Righteouſneſs; and 
x erefore, i it cannot make. us 15 righteous, Con- 


— 5 
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 mmputed 10 his People, Sc. 9 
ſequently if Chriſt, is made Righteouſneſs 
to us, it muſt be by the Tmpatation of his 
Righteouſneſs, or active Obedience to hw 
which was the Point to be proved. 

ARG. 4. The Apoſtle oppoſes. Chriſt's 
Obedience, and not his Death to the Diſo- 
bedience of Adam. But not as the Offence 
fo alſo it abe free Gift, For if through the 
"Offence of one many be dead; much more the 
Grace 9) / Ont and the Gift by Grace, which 
1s by one , Tus Ori Chrift hath abounded un- 
ro many. not as it was by one that ſin- 
ned ſo is the Gift : Fur the Judgment was by 


 one-to Condemnation : But the free Gift is of 


many Offences unto Tuſtification. For if by 
one Man's Offence Death 'reigned. by one 


Much mote they which reteive Abundante of 
Grace, and of the Gift of Ri ghteouſneſs ſhall 

reigu in Life by one Yeſus Chriſt. Therefore, 
2 by the Offence of one, Fudgment came upon 

all Men to Condemnation : Even fo by the 
Rrghteouſneſs of one, the fi free Gift came upon 
all Men to e of Life. For as by 
ane Mam s diente many were made Sin- 
ners: So by 5 Obedience of one foal many 
be made Rig breous v. 

The eee Truth, in whoſe Demon- 
ſtration I am now engaged, is abundantly 
eſtabliſhed in this Context. The Things 
_ which are therein oppoſed, are Oppoſites, | 
oF direct Contraries. Adam's Offence, .and: - 

| , GC. Chbriſts 


1 * Rom: v. 15, I6, 17 18, 19. 


10 Chr e . 28; woe Obedience. 


Chriſt's Death are not Oppoſites. To be g 
made Sinners, and to be pardoned, are not 


Oppoſites, To be obnox1ous to Death on 


Account of Sin, and to be freed from that 
Obnoxiouſneſs, by Remiſſion, are not Op- 

poſites. Beſides, Chriſt's Death, was not 

his Righteouſneſs, as has been before ob- 

ſerved ; but his Conformity to the Com- 
mands of the Law, was his Righteouſneſs : 
Or, his active Obedience, and not his Suf- 
fering the Penalty of the Law, was his 
Righteouſneſs. The free Gift, the Gift by 
Grace, is not the Death of Chriſt; but his SE 
Righteouſneſs, or active Obedience, For 
it is the Gt of Righteouſneſs, and it is ex» _ 
preſsly declared to be his Obedience. The + 
direct Contrary of Adam's Diſobedience, . 
which Chriſt's Sufferings and Death were 


not. From hence, therefore, it is mani- A bo | 


feſt, that the active Obedience of Chriſt, is | 


that which the Apoſtle oppoſes to Adam's Jt 


Offence and not his Death. Conſequently, 
his active Obedience is the Cauſe of our Ro. 
Juſtification, as Adam's Offence was the __ 
Cauſe of our Condemnation, _ 6 
ARG. 5. The Apoſtle deſired to have the. 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And be found in 
him, not having mine ewn Ri ghteouſneſs, 
which is of the Law, but that which is thro' 
the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which 
is of Gd by Faith *, The Apoſtle's own © 
nous: . 
Philip. ii. g. AF 


? : y 
* 1 
+ * . 
Tz 
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1 | | 


| imputed in bis People, fe. 112 


Righteouſneſs, which he renounced, was 
his Obedience to the Law's Precepts. And 
that Righteouſneſs, which he oppoſes to 
his own, and defired to have, muſt be 
Chriſt's abſolutely perfect Obedience, which 
he yielded to the Law. As it was Righte- 
_ ouſneſs properly underſtood, though im- 
perfect which he renounced: So it was 
Righteouſneſs in a proper Senſe, which he 
was deſirous of having, and that muſt be 
Chriſt's Obedience, and not his Death. 
The Reaſon is clear, which is this: The 
Suffering of a penal Death, is no Part of 
that Righteouſneſs, which is required, in 
the Law. If it was, an innocent Creature, 
could not fulfil the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, without ſuffering Death, as a penal 
Evil. The Suppoſition whereof, is ſo ap- 
parently abſurd, that I conceive, none will 
admit of it. If, therefore, that Righte- 
ouſneſs, which the Apoſtle deſired to have, 
was the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, it muſt be 
his active Obedience, and not his Death; 
becauſe that is no Part of Righteouſneſs re- 
quired 'by the Law. „„ 
| ARG: 6, The Saints are clothed with a 
Robe of Righteouſneſs, as well as ſtripped 
of their filthy Garments, Take away the 
filthy Garments from him. And I will clothe 
thee with change of Ratment *, The for- 
mer, is the Removal of Guilr, or Pardon 
. of 
Zech. iii. 4. | | 
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of Sin.. The latter, is another Thing 1 


ſtinct therefrom. It is inveſting with a 
Garment, that is pure and ſpotleſs. Suck 


the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, only is, for 


Spots and Imperfections, attend the beſt _ 


Obedience, even of thoſe, who are moſt 


holy here. This Change of Raiment, 


therefore, cannot be underſtood of the 


perſonal Obedience of the Saints. But it 
muſt be interpreted of the ſinleſs Obedience 


of Chriſt, Which is comparable to fine 

Linnen, clean and white, and is the Rigbte- 
ouſneſs f Saints *. Wherein they appear, 
with Acceptance, before God. This is the 


ſolid Ground of their ſpiritual Joy and 
Exultation. I will greatly rejoice in the 


Lord, my. Soul fhall be joyful in my Gad: 
For be hath clothed me with the Garments of. 
Salvation: He hath covered me with the Robe 
of Righteouſneſs +. The penal Sufferings 
of Chriſt, are not a Righteouſneſs, that is 
moſt clear; . becauſe, ſuffering Penalty, is 
no Part of that Righteouſneſs, which is re- 
quired, in the __ If, therefore, that 


Robe of Righteouſneſs, wherewith Belie- 


vers are covered, . is the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and not their own, it muſt intend 
his active Obedience to the Law, and not 
his ſuffering the Penalty of it. For, that 
which is not included, in that Righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Law requires, cannot be a 

Robe 


„ Rey. ix, 8. f Ia. 10, 


imputed to his People, Ac. 13 
Robe of Righteouſneſs. Death penal, is 
no Branch of that Righteouſneſs. It is no 
other, than the Evil of Suffering, which 
the Law threatens,” for the want of Righ- 
teouſneſs. And, therefore, Chriſt's active 
Obedience moſt certainly is, that Robe of 
Righteouſneſs, where-with, the People of 
God, are. clothed. And, wherein, they 
are juſtified, or accounted righteous, in his 
Ax. 7. Chriſt came under the Law for 
our Sakes, in the Character of our Surety; 
and, therefore, he obeyed it for us, as 
well as ſuffered its Curſe, on our Accounts. 
By ſo much was Jeſus made the Surety fa 
better Teſtament v. His Sponſion, or Un- 
dertaking, in the Covenant of Grace, was 
the Ground of his coming under the Obli- 
gation of the Covenant of Works. And 
without that, he had never been in Sub- 
jection to the firſt Covenant. He was made 
of a Woman, and made under the Law, to 
redeem them that were under the Law+4. By 
a ſovereign Appointment of God, with his 
own Conſent, as our Surety, he was made 
under the Law, in order to redeem us from 
it. Now what he acted, in that Character, 
as well as what he ſuffered, therein, 'was 
for us, and is placed to our Account. Since, 
therefore, he yielded Obedience to the Law, 
in the Character of our Surety, as he ſuf- 
. | fered 
7 ® Heb Vile 22. + Gal. iv. 4, 5. 


14 Chriff's active Obedience 
fered its Curſe, in that Character, his ac- 
tive Obedience, was for us, no leſs than 
his Death. And it is placed to our Ac- 


count, or imputed to us. The Reaſon is 
the ſame, for the Imputation of what he 


did, as for the Imputation of what he ſuf- 5 
fered, vg. His coming under the Obliga- 


tion of the Covenant of Works, as our 
Surety. And, therefore, his fulfilling the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, 'was for us, and 
is reckoned to us, as his Suffering its penal 
| Sanction was for us, and is reckoned unto 
us. Conſequently, his active Obedience is 
ours, and was yielded by him for us, with 
a View to our Tullibcation.” 

Ak. 8. We are made righteous by the 
Obedience of Chriſt. As by the Diſobedience 
of one many were made Sinners: So by the 
Obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. 
The Things ſpoken of are Oppolites, and 
their Effects. are direct Contraries. Now, 
the Oppoſite of Diſobedience, is not ſuffer- - 

ing Puniſhment, or a penal Death. But 
Obedience to the Commands of the Law is 
the Oppoſite of Diſobedience. And, there- 
fore, it is not Chriſt's Sufferings and Death, 
which the Apoſtle oppoſes to Adam's Diſo- 
bedience ; but his active Obedience to the 
Law's. Precepts. The Effect of Adam's 
Diſobedienc, is Guiltineſs, or we are made 
Sinners, 2. e. guilty thereby. And the Ef- 
fect of Chriſt's Obedience is the contrary to 

Ee that 
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that of Adam's Diſobedience, we are made 
righteous, or conſtituted ſuch, by that, and 
not by what he ſuffered for us. Hence, 
we muſt conclude, that the active Obedience | 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, is imputed to ws in 


order to our Juſtification, before God. 
ARG. g. Laſtly, It is evident from the 
Nature of Things, that Chriſt's active Obe- 
dience, and not his Death, is the Matter of 
our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. I argue thus: 
In our Juſtification, God, either conſiders 
us righteous, or not ſo. The latter is moſt 
plainly abſurd. For, to juſtify, is to reckon, 
or declare a Perſon righteous; that is to ſay, 
not deſtitute of that Righteouſneſs, which 
that Law requires, unto which Reſpect is 
had, in the Act of Juſtification. And, 
therefore, God cannot juſtify us, without 
conſidering us righteous. Now, if God, in 
our Juſtification, does confider us rightcous: 
Either we are righteous, or we are not. If 
in Fact, we are not righteous : Then, God 
in juſtifying us, forms not his Judgment 
concerning us, according to Truth; which, 
with him, is abſolutely impoſſible. Both 
theſe Things, conſequently, muſt be true, 
vi2. That God, conſiders us righteous, and 
that we are made ſo. Chriſt's Suffering the 
penal Sanction of the Law, was not Righ- 
teouſneſs. We cannot be made righteous, 
by that which is not Righteonſneſs. Nor 
can God, account us righteous, on the 
Foundation 
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Foundation of that which is not Ri ohteouf> 

neſs. The Death of Chriſt vos e aton- 
ed for our Guilt, and procured our Pardon; 
but it did not, it could not ſupply our want 
of Obedience, or Conformity to the Law's, 
Precepts. It is impoſſible his Death ſhould 

ſupply the want of that, which it doth not 


include; it does not include Righteouſneſs, 


for which Reaſon it cannot ſupply our Want 


of Righteouſneſs, And, therefore, it is 


not by his Death, but by his active Obe- 


dience, that we are conſtituted juſt. Be- 


ſides, according to Propoſition the Fourth, 
Pardon of Sin does not conſtitute a Delin- = 
quent juſt. Remiſſion of Sin, or a Diſ- 

charge from Guilt, is obtained by the Death 


of Chriſt; but as Pardon does not include 


Ri ohteauſneſs, it cannot make us righteous, 
And, if Pardon does not-make us righteous, 


God cannot eſteem us righteous, on the 
Ground of Pardon. In Juſtification, he 


does reckon us righteous. Righteouſneſs, 


therefore, muſt be imputed to us. - And, 


as Chriſt's Death was not Ri ghteouſneſs, it it 
cannot be that Dene, which is im- 
puted to us, and, whereby we are made 
righteous. It undoubtedly, is his activo 
Obedience, or Conformity to the Precepts 
of the Law. Theſe Arguments, I appre- 


hend, moſt clearly demonſtrate the impor- 


tant Truth, of the Imputation of. Chriſt's 185 
ee e or active We and 
the 


[| 
WR 


imputed 70 his People, G. 17 


the Neceſſity of it, in order to our Aa 
fication. | 
Socinus renuouſly 3 againſt this 
Doctrine, and it, is a, Point, whereon he 
hath much laboured. He argues thus: 
*Making Sati action for. our Sint, and obey- 
ing the Law for us, cannot conſiſt together 2 
One, ar the other is vain and unneceſſary. 
Becauſe, Satigfaction, by ſuffering Puniſb- 
ment, manifeſtly ſhews, that he for whom Sa- 
tigfaction is made, is not reckoned innocent. 
For where Innocence is, that is no Offence, * 
there, is no. Puniſhment. And to ſatisfy by | 
doing of thoſe Things , whicÞ another ought. 10 
bave done, really cauſes, that he for whom 
they are done, ſhould. be accounted. innocent, 
and be eſteemed, never. to have committed any 
Offence, And, that. one or the other -15 vain 
and unneceſſary, this demonſtrates: That, if 
any one. is reckoned to have done all thoſe 
Things which be ought 10 have done, all bis 
Sins are already blotted out, Fur how can 
he be thought to baue finned, even in the 
leaſt, 0 any accounted guilty, who hath done 
e — which . he ought to have done. 
Likewiſe, i any one ſhould :be ren e  - 
have - ſuffered the ' whole Puniſhment due to 
bis Sins, his Sins truly are blotted. out . 
Socinus believed neither the one, no- the 
other. This Reaſoning of his, may at firſt 
View ſeem plauſible. Some who have been 
moſt remote from his Opinion, concerning 
„ the 
FF Pracletiones ü Cap. xvili. 
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18 Chrift's ative Obedience: 


the Doctrine of Satisfaction, have been fo 
far miſled by it, as to conclude, that there 
is no Neceflity of the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Obedience, in order to our Juſtification; 
that his Sufferings and Death are ſufficient 


to that End. But there is nothing ſolid in 


it. Which thus appears: We are under 
Obligation to obey the Law, as Creatures: 
And we are under Obligation to ſuffer its 


Curſe, as Sinners. Adam, in his innocent 


State, was under the former Obligation 


only: His Violation of the Law, brought 


him under the latter Obligation. His com- 
ing under the latter, did not diſſolve the 
ſbrmer Obligation: Or his Sin did not free 
him from an Obligation to Obedience, that 
ſtill remained upon him. Now, Chriſt's 

ſatisfying the Law, by obeying its Precepts, 


only reſpects us as Creatures, from whom 
Obedience is due, as a Condition of Life, 


and not as Sinners; and, therefore, his 
Obedience, cannot free us from that Obli- 
gation, under which we are, as we are 
guilty. And, his ſatisfying the Law, by 


ſuffering its Penalty, regards us not as 
Creatures; but as Criminals, and therefore, 


it frees us not from that Obligation, under 
which we are, as Creatures ſimply con- 
ſidered, v2. Of yielding Obedience to the 
Law, in order tothe Enjoyment of Happineſs. 
Hereby, the Conſiſtency, and the Neceflity of 
Chriſt's Obedience and Sufferings for us, are 


clcarly evinced. Our being acquitted of Guilt, 
by | 


unputed to his People, Fc. 19 
by Virtue of his Death, does not ſuppoſe, that 
we have obeyed the Law, or have the 2 
nocency of Righteouſneſs. This only i 
if uppoſed therein, that we are freed Goa 
an Obligation to ſuffer that Puniſhment, 
which is demerited by our Guilt. And our 
being conſtituted, and reckoned righteous, 
by the Imputation of his Riphteouſneſs to 
us, does not ſuppoſe, that we have not tranſ- 
greſſed the Law, or that God, upon that 
Imputation of his Righteouſneſs reckons us, 
not to have ſinned. That can be true on, no 
other Principle than this, v/z. It being the 
Divine Will to impute the Obedience of 
Chriſt to us for our Juſtification, God is re- 
gardleſs of that Part which we ourſelves act; 
or that he does not take it into his Conſi- 
deration, which is moſt e falſe, as it 
is moſt manifeſtly abſurd. | 
II. "Thoſe to whom the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is imputed are bleſſed: Or have a 
Title to Felicity in Conſequence thereof. 


That being juſtified by his Grace, wwe might 


be made Heirs according to the Hope of eter- 
nal Life x. The Reaſon whereof is: The 
Righteouſneſs, or active Obedience of Chriſt 
merits Grace and Glory : Or, thoſe Bleflings 
which are beſtowed upon us in Time, and 
which we ſhall enjoy, in Eternity. The 
Terms Merit, meriting, and merited, are 
not CPE: mentioned in 20 5 But 
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The Teim Satisfaction is not uſed in Scrip- 
ture, about the Sufferings and Death of 
Chriſt, But the Ideas included: therein, are 


the like — mi 


20 Chriff's aftive Obedience 
that is no juſt Objection againſt the Uſe of 


them. The Term Incarnation is not uſed 
Scripture. But what is intended by 
it, is therein declared, vuiz. That the Son 


of God was made Fleſh, made of a Moman: 
He, ren, was. incarnate, or became 


Man, by the Aſſumption of human N ature, 


very clearly expreſſed. And this Phraſe, or 


_ Expreſſion, the perſonal Union of the Divine 
and Human Natures in Chriſt, is not ex- 


preſsly mentioned in Scripture. But the 
important Truth, intended, by that Phraſe, 
is therein taught. And a Inſtances of 
be produced. 

I hope ever to contend far the Merit * & 


| * Redeemer, in his Obedience, as well 
as in his Sufferings. If the former was not 
meritorious, the latter was not. Merit is 


two-fold. There is Merit of Faction; and 
and there is Merit of Condignity. 

Firſt, There is Merit of Pattion Jet Chriſt 8 
Obedience, A Covenant wasentered into be- 
tween God the Father and our bleſſed Saviour. 


In that Compact, the Father required him 
to do and ſuffer all that was neceſſary to 


the Pardon, Juſtification, and eternal Salva- 


tion of his People. Chriſt on his Part; en · 
gaged therein, to per form and endurę all that 
vas required of * as our Surety, And 


— 


the 


} 
% 


imputed to bis People, Sc. 21 
the Father promiſed to him, on that Con- 
dition that he ſhould jee his Seed. That he 
| ſhould have ſuch a Proſpect of them, as 
would be to his utmoſt Satisfaction, i. e. Par- 
doned, juſtified, ſanctified, and eternally glo- 
rified. In a Word, that "Te ſhould fee them, 
as happy, as his intenſe Love to their Per- 
Jons, cauſes him, to deſire they may be. 
And therefore, there is no Bleffing which 
they do, or will receive, that is not com- 
priſed in this Promiſe of the Father. Now, 
as Chriſt hath punctually accompliſhed all 
that he undertook in this Covenant: Or 


| finiſhed: the Whole of that Work ; which 


he gave him to do. From thence arifes a 
Right to him, to claim and demand of the 
Father, in their Behalf, the Fulfillment of 
his Promiſes reſpecting them. Nor, can 
the Father, in Juſtice, fail of performing. 
_ thoſe Promiſes.” And therefore, it is moſt 

clear, that Merit of Paton, attends the Obe 

de an *Sufferings' of our Redeemer. 

And this agrees with what the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes in theſe Words: Now 70 him that 
worketh is the Reward, not reckonedof Grace; 
but f Debt. In as much as Chrift hath 
worked, there ſprings from the Work which 
he hath done, a Right to all the Benefits, 
promiſed on that Condition. And that is 
what we underſtand by Merit, ex Pacto. 

In order to diſprove what is here pleaded. 
for, it muſt be ſhewn, either, that no Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life, was made to Chriſt, 
for his People, on W of his Obe- 

| dience 
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22 Chriſt's active Obedience 
dience and Death; or, that he did not 
obey and ſuffer as he was required. 

Saeed. There is Merit of — ; 
That is real and proper. It is an intrinſie 
Worth'and Value, which is intended by it. 
T hope to make it evident, that Merit, in 
this Atricth proper Senſe, attends: the Obe⸗ 

dience of Chriſt. And, that, that Merit i 18 

infinite, or anſwerable to the Dignity of his 

Perſon. The Requiſites of Merit, thus 

ſtrictly taken, are the following. That 
the Work done is not due — That it is 
performed by Power underived That it is 
abſolutely perfect— That it is proportionate 
to the Reward - And, that the Reward is 
due of Juſtice: Or, that! it is Juſtice, which 
aſſigns the Reward to the Work done, be- 
cauſe of that intrinſic Worth, per there 1 
„ 

1 ane to the Lare was not ink 
Fn Chriſt. The Law is here to be con- 
ſidered as a Covenant. Wherein Obedience 
is preſcribed, as a proper Condition of ob- 

taining Life, and not as a Law fimply. The 
Will of God is, and eternally will be a 
Law, to Angels and Saints. But the Saints 
are not even now, in Subjection to the Law, 
as a Covenant. For, wy are not under the! 
Law, but under Grace 4. Chriſt; as Man, 
is and ever will be in Subjection to the 
Divine Will. But he did not, he could 
not with Men come under the Obligation 
of the Covenant of Works. For, he was 
0% nest 
; Kom. vi. 14. 


not ſeminally in Adam, as a natural Deſcen- 


dant of his. Nor, was Adam a Head and 
Repreſentative to him. And, therefore, he 


did not, with Mankind, come within the 


Compaſs of the Covenant of Works, which 
was made with. Adam, as the Head of all 
his natural L Deſcendants. - - Beſides, :Chriſt is 
God, as well as Man, and the Divirte Na- 
ture, and the human Nature, are united in 
His Perſon; as Mediator. 
As God, he is Lord of the Sabbath, nd of 
the Law itſelf by which the Obſervation .of 
it, is enjoyned. Now, though his human 
Nature was the immediate Subject of the 
Law, and of that Obedience, which he 
yielded unto it. That Nature being united 
with his Divine Perſon: In that Nature 
his Perſon, as Mediator, came under the 
Obligation of the Covenant of Works, and 
yielded Obedience unto it. Thus he who 
was Lord of the Law, and from whom 
Obedience to it, as ſuch, was not, nor could 
become due, for our Sakes, came under 
Subjection to it, and obeyed its Precepts. 
jr Law hath Power over a Man, yea 
Man. But it could never have Power 
Ki  God-Man, without a ſpecial Divine 
Conſtitution. - The Obedience of . Chriſt, 
therefore, who is God-man, was not due. 
And this is the firſt Requiſite of real, Pro- 
fer Merit. 
And it is a ſolid Anbter: unto what 
Socinus objects, againſt Chriſt's obeying the 
Law for us, viz. That Obedience was due 


from 


24 22 s ative Obediones . , 


from bim; and, therefore, his Obedience could 


not be for us, ner can be imputed to us. Here 
is a Perſon h from whom Obedience 


to the Covenant of Works, could not poſ- 
ſibly become due, upon his own Account. 
That Obedience, therefore, was intended 
for us, and is graciouſly imputed unto us. 


2. Our bleſſed Saviour yielded Obedience 


to the Law, by Power underived. He 


who yields Obedience to another, by Vir- 


tue of Ability received from him, cannot 


be ſald, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe to 
merit of him, by the Obedience, which 


be performs. And, therefore, no Creature 


can properly merit of God. But Chriſt 
obeyed the Law, by a Power reſident in 


his own Perſon, and which was not deri- 
ved from another. No, not from the Fa- 
ther, unto whom he yielded Obedience, as 
a Law-giver and 8 Not, that his 
human Nature, was the Subject, of any 
Power underived. But his Divine Perſon 
poſſeſſes infinite Power inderivative. And 
his human Nature was ſupported, both in 
what he did and ſuffered for us, by that 
Power, which he had in himſelf, as God. 
Chriſt, by the infinite Power of his Divine 
Perſon, raiſed himſelf from the State of the 
Dead: And by that Power, he, in his 
human Nature, obeyed the Law, and ſuf- 


fered its Curſe. For, it was his Power, as 
God, which -upheld his human Nature, in 


its Obedience and Sufferings. And, there- 
fore, as this Ability, in his Perſon, was 
N | not 
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imputed to his People, Oc. 25 
not communicated to him, by another, in 
order to capacitate him, to ley and ſuffer, 
his Obedience and Sufferings, in the moſt. 
ſtrict Senſe, merit of Him, viz. of God, 
the Father, as a Law-giver, and Judge, at 
whoſe Requirement, he obeyed the Law, 
and ſuffered Death: And this is the ſecond 
Requiſite of Merit properly underſtood. 
Which it is impoſſible ſhould attend the 
Obedience of any mere Creature whatſo- 
ever. But it is moſt unqueſtionably true of 
the Obedience of Chriſt, who. is both God 
and Man. For, the Divine and human 
Natures, are ineffably united in his Perſon. 
And his Divine Will, and his human Will, 
concurred, in the Dbeadietice. which hs 
yielded for us, unto the Covenant of Works. 
For which Reaſon that Obedience is to be 
conſidered, as the Obedience of his Perſon, 
though his human Nature only, was the 
immediate Subject of it. 

Our dear Redeemer was varſealy 
confrirnahds to. the Law. In his Nature, 
he was Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 
from Sinners. Without Blemiſh. and without 
Spot. For, though he partook of Fleſh, 
he was only, in the Likeneſs. of finful Pleſh. 
No moral Taint, or Impurity attended him. 
He was | abſolute Purity and Perfection, 
in his Mind. That ſupreme Love to God, 
and that benevolent Diſpoſition towards 
Men, which the Law requires, poſſeſſed 
the Soul of the bleſſed Jeſus, . and wholly 
influenced him, in all his Actions. 80 

: | E that, 
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that, his Obedience was anſwerable in all 
Reſpects to the Law, which he undertook 
to folk for us. No Defect, or Imper- 
fection, attended it, either, materially, or 
circumſtantially. It was abſolutely com- 
pleat, reſpecting both its Matter and Man- 
ner. For, He did no Sin: Nor was Guile 
found in his Mouth. He fulfilled all Righte- 


ouſneſs. And was as holy, in his Heart, 


and Conduct, as the Law required he 
ſhould be, under which he was made, on 

our Account. Chriſt always did thaſe Things 
which pleaſe the Fatber. Infinite Purity it 


ſelf, can have nothing to object to him, in 
his Temper, or Behaviour. This is he 
third Requiſite, which is eſſentially neceſ- 


ſary unto a meritorrous Obedience: For, 
Merit can never attend S which 
is not abſolutely perfect. 


4. The Obedience of Chriſt is kp 


tionate to the Reward, which is promiſed. 


That Reward is the Enjoyment of infinite 


Good. As Sin demerits the Loſs of infi- 
nite Good, by Reaſon of the infinite Evil, 


that is in Sin, ohjectively conſidered: So, 


the Obedience of our Bleſſed Saviour merits 


infinite Good, becauſe of its immenſe va - 


lue, ſubjeaively conſidered. There is an 


Infinity of Evil and Demerit, in Sin, be- 


cauſe it is committed againſt an infinite 
Object. And there is an infinite Worth, 
in the Obedience of Chriſt, becauſe of the 
Infinity of his Perſon. Such as the Perſon 


of Chriit is, in ar 5:6 ſuch. is that Obe - 
dience 


eee 


— 


= inaputed to his People, Ofc. 27 
dience which he yielded to the Law, for 
us, in its Deſert. The former is infinite, 
and ſo is the latter. No greater Good is 
poſſible to be enjoyed, by a Creature, than 
the Righteouſneſs of him, who is Jehovah, 
in the moſt ſtrict and proper Senſe, deſerves. 
If the obediential Acts, of the Son of God, 
have a Value in them, above the obediential 
Acts, of a mere Creature, on Account, of 
the Greatneſs . of his Perſon, - that Value 
mult be infinitely greater, anſwerable unto 
the infinite Majeſty and Glory of his Per- 


| ſon. ' And, therefore, in his Obedience, 
5 there is not only real; but alſo immenſe 


Merit, or Deſert. And no Good tranſcend- 
ing that Merit, can be communicated unto, 
; and be enjoyed, by thoſe, for whom Chriſt 


obeyed the Law, and to whoſe Account 
his Obedience is placed. The Covenant of 
5 Grace contains in it, no Bleſſing, but what 
Chriſt properly merited, by that Obedi- 
8 ence which he yielded to the Covenant of 
e +7 ni ntl eee 
I humbly conceive, that it is the Deſign 
. of the Apoſtle, to prove, that the Supe- 
1 riority of Chriſt, above Adam, is the Rea- 
bn and Ground of the ſuperabundant 
1 Merit of his Obedience, which he oppoſes 
y to Adam's Diſobedience. As Death is not 
= merely a Conſequence'of Sin, but a proper 
? Effect of it, as a procuring Cauſe : So, Life 
K is not merely a Conſequence of Chriſt's 
rl Obedience, but it is the proper Effect there- 
5 of, as a meritorious Cauſe. Every Cauſe 
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28 Chriſt q acliue Obedience 
is an Antecedant; but every Antecedant, is 
not a Cauſe. And every Effect is a Conſe- 
quence; but every Conſequence is not the 
Effect of that, which went before it, or 
upon which it follows. For, one Thing 

may precede another, and yet not be a 
Cauſe of that which ſucceeds it. And one 
Thing may follow another, and yet not be 
the Effect of what went before it. If it was 
the Intention of the Apoſtle, in comparing 
Adam's Diſobedience, and Chriſt's Obe 
dience together, to prove that Adams Diſo- 
bedience, was a procuring Cauſe of Death, 
it muſt, I think, be granted, that it is his 
Deſign, to prove, that Chriſt's. Obedience | 
is a proper meritorious Cauſe of Life. 

Some Things may here very pertinently 
be vbſerved, concerning Adam and Chriſt, 
of whom the Ee” Os as. mad Re- 

reſentatives. $2: » 

In Adam there was a F rieksr to i the 
Repreſentative 'of all Mankind ; - becauſe all 
Men were ſeminally in him, and were to 
ſpring from him. But there was not a 
Worthineſs in him to ſtand, in that Capa- 
city, by Reaſon of a Dignity, above Hu- 
man, in his Perſon. Again, the Demerit 
of his Diſobedience, did not ariſe from any 

Thing, in his Perſon ; but from the Object, 
againſt whom he ſinned, viz. God. That 
Demerit, therefore, was extrinſecal, or 
without him, and not intrinſecal, or with-- _ 
in himſelf. Things are quite VOY 
with Rees to Chriſt, 
| There, 
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. imputed to bis People, &c. 29 


There was not ſy a Fitneſs in him to 
be a Repreſentative to his People, as he is 
truly Man, perfectiy holy, and born for, 


and given to them. But he being God, as 
well as Man, he was worthy to be a Head 


to the whole Number of the Elect. 
Again, the Reaſon, or Ground of the 


Merit of his Obedience, is the Dignity of 


his Perſon. It ariſes not from the Gbject to 


whom he yielded Obedience, which the 


Demerit of Adam's Diſobedience did; but 
from the infinite Greatneſs of his own Per- 
ſon. The Merit of Chriſt, therefore, was 
not extrinſecal, as Adam's Demerit was; 
but intrinſecal, or it aroſe from what he 


is in himſelf, vis. God, as well as Man. 


ly, ſuperior to Alam, therefore. Un- 
to which, I apprehend, the Apoſtle hath 
Reſpect in theſe Werds: Much more they 


which receive Abundance of Grace, and of the 


Gift of Righteou . ſhall reign in Life by 
one Feſus Chrift. Two Things are clearly 


ſuggeſted, in the Context, viz. That the 
Obedience of Chriſt, may fitly ſtand for 
many, on Account of the infinite Dignity 
of his Perſon, above the Perſon of Adam, 
and that, for that Reaſon alſo, his Obe- 
dience, hath an intrinſic Value in it, deſer- 


ving of eternal Life. This is the fourth Re- 


quiſite of Merit, ſtrictly underſtood. + That 
is to ſay, Merit of Condignity. 1 
. The Reward is due in Juſtice: Or, it 

18 Juſtice which aſſigns the Reward to the 
Obedience of Chriſt, daran of that intrin- 
ic 


eee 
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fc Worth, which is thorny _ was an 
Act of Juſtice, in God, point that 
Adam's Diſobedience, 3 ſubje& us ta 
Death, becauſe. of the infinite Evil thereof, 
objeftively conſidered, And it was, an Act 
of Juſtice in him to ordain, that the Obe- | 
dience of Chriſt, ſhould entitle us to Life; 
becauſe of the infinite Worth thereof, ſab- 
jectively conſidered. The immortal Crown, 
of future Glory, is 4 Crown of Regbteouſs |) 
neſs. And the Lord will give it, in the | 
Character of a righteous Judge. Thoſe; 2 
therefore, to whom; the active Obedience "I 
of Chriſt, is imputed, they moſt certainly; 
are bleſſed: Or have a Title to eternal 
„ der Oh "hs py thereof. 1 Toy 1 
oh that Obedience, per mienyscygr al I 
| Perhaps, ſome weak Minds: * object to to 4 
i | this, that what is merited, is not freely given. 
| = Unto: which, I anſwer thus: No Act of ſo | 
vereign Grace, prejudices itſelf, or eclipſes 
its own Glory. Now, Chriſt's Capacity to 
merit, by what he did, is founded in ſo- 
8 Grace. And it was ſovereign Grace, 


| which determined, to whom his Obedience ; 4 
oft ſhould be imputed, in order to receive the 
. Reward which is thereby merited. Andes 4 
7 therefore, Grace will reign through. ., 1 
Wh el unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Giri our... 
nn Lor 
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